
 

 

Brachvogelweg

location: Hamburg-Lurup, Germany 
dates: 1998-2002 
type: new residential area 

 

use: residential 
 

size: 1,0 hectares, 45 dwellings   
 

people: 125 inhabitants 
 

actors: Bau- und Wohngenossenschaft Brachvogel eG 
 

 

goals: low-energy standard and passive-house standard  
use of sustainable building materials 
additional use of solar energy 
 

      
energy use KWh/m2  construction  amenities 

heating, goal 33 
heating,achieved 33 

heating,best 10 

 low-energy standard and 
passive-house standard 
with brick casing 
air tight buildings with ele-
mination of thermal bridges 
water saving fixtures 
energy saving applicances 
sustainable materials 

 primary school, children’s day-
care centre, public trans-
portation, shops in walking 
distance 
 

      
systems   special projects  site ecology 

district heating x  solar cells  rain water collection 
combined heat & power   partly barrier free for  waste separation 

solar panels   elderly people  green roofs 
solar cells x  public meeting areas  partly green facades 

biomass and refuse   resident participation   
wind power      

natural ventilation      
forced vent.w/heat recovery x     

non-renewable energy x     
individual metering      

    
 process and history 
  

In 1998 the “Brachvogel” cooperative was able to acquire a 
property in the west of Hamburg and started to bring together 
people who were interested in developing and inhabiting a new 
residential area which should be built according to high 
ecological and energetic standards. Within four years a group 
of about 60 persons organized monthly meetings and 



 

 

 

 
     

 
process and history, continued 
 
developed a concept together with the architect and the energetic planer which included 11 passive town 
houses and 3 apartment buildings grouped around three green courts. Different workgroups were installed 
to deal with the diverse tasks from financing to technical planning. This ensured on the one hand that the 
future inhabitants could bring their own ideas to the planning process and helped on the other hand to 
develop a good resident community. The method “planning for real” was applied to ensure that the various 
views and opinions could be brought together to obtain decisions in a good consensus. 
 
After the assignment of one main contractor the construction works started in 2001. The first inhabitants 
could move into the finished buildings at the end of 2002. 
 
 
description of special project features  
 
From the beginning of the planning it was the agreement between the participants to realize the project 
according to a high energetic and ecological standard. 
The 11 town houses were built as passive-houses, while the apartment houses comply with the low-energy 
standard.  Every dwelling is equipped with a forced ventilation system of which the ones in the passive-
houses are provided with heat recovery systems. The buildings have green roofs and partly green facades. 
The balconies to the south are shaded by roofs which carry solar cells. 
The rain water is collected to be used for the garden watering, water saving showers and toilets have been 
installed and the use of energy saving appliances has been promoted.  
Only non toxic and recyclable construction materials with a low energy input have been chosen in order to 
construct the buildings in a very sustainable way. 
A quality control has been accomplished during the planning and construction phase. A certificate stating 
the accordance of the planned and achieved energetic standards has been issued for each building. 
 
funding 
 
The project was partly funded by the “Wohnungsbaukreditanstalt” Hamburg as a residential development 
scheme. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

results 
 
The planning and decision process worked out well and during the four years of preparation a good 
consensus between all the participants could be achieved. It resulted in a strong identification of the 
inhabitants with the project. 
The quality control throughout the whole planning and building process had assured that the promoted 
energetic and ecological goals have been reached. 
The project “Brachvogelweg” can serve as an example for further similar residential development activities, 
concerning as well the resident participation as the sustainable way of building.  
 
 
 
contacts: Bau- und Wohngenossenschaft Brachvogel eG, Brachvogelweg 5, D-22547 Hamburg 
sources: Wohnprojekt Brachvogelweg, Bau- und Wohngenossenschaft Brachvogel eG, 

Arbeitsgemeinschaft für zeitgemässes Bauen, Gedruckt von Kaufmann und Meinberg KG, 
Hamburg Mai 2005 
www.brachvogel-eg.de 
Project information assembled by Prof. Dr.-Ing. habil. H.-J.  Holle, Dr.-Ing. D.Scherz, Institute 
for Applied Building Technology, Technical University Hamburg-Harburg. 

SECURE: www.secureproject.org          IVL: ivana.kildsgaard@ivl.se ;     City of Malmö: tor.fossum@malmo.se  
 


